LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

works.

Vazhakunnam's ability in writing prose and making verse is
better appreciated when he intermingles them harmoniously in
appropriate contexts. Throughout the play this skill of the talented
dramatist seems to enhance its aesthetic appeal.

Many of the plays are enjoyed only when they are staged.
The dramatic aspects including the stage arrangements, direction,
musical background etc. may make the drama on the stage attrac-
tive. The same drama in its written form may not be worth influ-
encing the reader. But hte plays like Sakuntala of Kalidasa and
Swapnavasavadatta of Bhasa have been enjoyed and appreciated
by people of all generations who read them since their composi-
tion. The dramas of Vazhakunnam also deserve mention in this
context. This drama itself is highly attractive, in its literary form.
The striking words, apt descriptions, selection of characters and
themes and depiction of various dramatic usages altogether make
the drama touching. Thus Vazhakunnam proves his mastery as a
dramatist.

A play should have a certain purpose. It may be basically for
enlightenment or entertainment. In certain plays emphasising mo-
rality, the main theme will be a symbolic one representing a tug of
war between the virtuous side against the side of vices, with the
final success of the former. Such plays are for enlightenment of
truth and morality; certain other plays presenting mere miracles
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